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VOLCANIC DISTURBANCES appear to be con-
tinually occurring amongst the islands of Tonga
or the Friendly Group; and, owing to some remark-
able submarine agency, the missionary brig, "John
Wesley/7 was totally wrecked, in November, 1865,,
on the island of Tau. Being bound to Tonga, the
vessel, lying-to during the night amongst the reefs,
was suddenly driven forward by an alarming race
of current towards one of them; just afterwards,
three tremendous tidal waves carried the vessel
clean over the outer edge of the reef, and left her
nearly dry, where she remained a total wreck, the
missionaries and crew narrowly escaping with their
lives.
In the New Hebrides are the active volcanoes of
Tanna and Ambrym. Around the slopes of the
former are numerous fumaroles or spiracute, which,
whenever an explosion takes place, emit large quan-
tities of sulphurous vapours. These fumaroles extend
in some places close down to the sea; and at high
water, many of the hot springs, so numerous there-
abouts, are covered by the tide.
Forster, who observed these islands on Cook's
second voyage, says of them : "When we were in
the midst of the New Hebrides we saw a fine large
island, which had all the appearance of the great-
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